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2 . 

The odic record is used pri1 ri y for p~ >oses o~ treat-

E',n t , re ,nt nd 1turo , ">ttllolosp1t(li a oconcernedwi t h 
i e v rirty of ros e rch ro rur e. hi c h I ay dop01d t o ·ome 

o ·to 1t on the in:fo ration contt incd in cdic. 1 rec ord .• 
pie iolocical re earc1 , i . e . tt st dy o:f di o e their 

trans1i~.ion , is o 
infor ution . 

ies le v· Ly 01 1 c ical record 

0 pit._ l cl' C r cor . re lso ·cd as a basis for 
sup lyin . it 1 or · tlon to tl c e1 rt1'1 1 ts of cul th nd ocia1 
·ecurity as wel o the cci co po1 ation Lorn i .ion . C 

police , it su ancc co 1p; n cs , o l.oy rs ._ nd other third pa. ·tic. 
it tl > ticnt ' P consent 

infor ction :from tic to ti 

11 . 

y also r yo. edical recor 

• 

( T . 
o e ·.s no tatutor.' provis'on in (' C 1.: nd W • h riv S 

a pat·C'nt, ri ht f' direct acc-ss to his o er 1 rocor . Tllo 

only prov on lich relntc to tl t i. clo ur oJ dicn r cord 
in ·h 1ospit·l situation is action 62 o tho o pit .. 1 et 
1 57 . cctiot 62 11er ly provict • thr. t no o. pit 1 E' p oy,•e 

ha 1 ive nry, rson not c 1loye< ly th ho pi.t 1, ;ny jnfor ation 
concerninc. tho condition or trcatrmnt of' th t e1 t , w thout 
t • ti it ' s co1sont . 
co pels 
inn 

closure, c en 
ro i. not in ins ction 62 w1 ich 

1 n at ird arty a been lro, ht 
t c unti 1 t I s consent o ti ir d . 

t s •orth no i1 t cci< e t < or P sBtlon 
systo1, a cla· innt cl os l VE.' a r· "it of ace 0 ct ice report 

1 ld l y tile C nin ci c 
to lonrines o npp icntio1 for r1vio, 

•• i r.lat1.on 
ec ion 54 6) of th 

ccidont Co 1p 1sntion et 1 2 provil s a f lo 
" h Co I iss ion or th 
as tt e c s , iay be , 
ot err 1 v,nt 

e rin 
ay roe 

and 

(f ic 
eh 
uct 

r , 

ot1 r nquiri,s, it or it , 
ad my or tlat pu1· o 
mo<lica co ittoo . 

ppo1.r ta 

l ov donce 1d 
· for, ntion so receive or a cortfincd 
ot er ,ise th at th hour , ) s a 1 b 

disc1os d to ev<ry arty to th r view . " 
o erf et of tli provi ion is to co er o tt~o upplic, 1 t, 

ri l t of ace a to s cl infon ation . ·uc inf rr n tion 
typic l l co sist 01' < .Le r >o t r l~v t tot 10 clai at 

~ 
ft> 



') 

..) . 
hand . o tor 1 "s c} ot 1er re love r t vicl 11ce 11 rofcr.· to 
CV c e •co oth r tl dn thnt pres, y th nppllc r i, t < er 
soction 1 4 ) ) 0 t e et. et· n 1511-(5) entitles t C 
a cant l,o pros nt r<' n ov'<l01c in 11p ,or· oi' t 0 

pp] cation f' r r vi w. 
• 0 on Lm 

rhe co 0 nw is p rticnlcrly r t in cor J.d rin . nch 
ri ht of' nccc in 0 C a 1 • i ,, 0 cc u.o in tho 
bconce of ap Jic,ble l< i le. tion, it 1 the COi ,on law I, 

. eh 
(' s n •t 1 rit. tive OI qUA t1.o s o:f C ss . e1 ln 

d t 10 nit d do ' t P. COlll t UV<' not dealt d roctly 
dth tl C q 10. t' 0 0 thcr 0. p tl t 5 a ri i cct 

aCCCAS to 1it cord. 0 V r, l lU or 0 ea C VO 
c.ienlt 'th the q,c tion 
and do l I t '"'le by p 
cour 0 c of t 0 r profo 
t e C' C "'C i C 

n 1 C OCC'l 01 l bu< s 

ctLce cod • 
all f'Od unr so a 1 

OS L tal oa d to r ea 
cl li1 ton os1ital li 

co laint not SU t 
a C ri t ot CCC 

of r cor s in t 
( 0 r e t 1 to pat·e t 

of' prop rty r ts in in:for or: 
of' C e i t 

ion 1 service . ofor0 co sic in 
0 1 t t i 1 

0 COil.:,id :r th qt S tl.Ol 01 UC COSS to 
~t case 2 inv 1 od co 1, i.·, 

1 ty o .t'iccrs of the ollin ton 
to r 

tory o co ,i 

·1 
c· 1 t 

oc 
t l .. 

·10 

t 0 

0 

i, od or tie basJ. tat to roco o an 
·o 1 re I 1co t;t su' Jectlve cont nt 

f' tu e, V lo. 0 t ,· J.C l 0 ,l b 
t l :a wa 0 

o t e o i n t t r s nt s 0 V 0 ll i 1 • ., 
i irect nee. 

In t 
t ro 1 

itcd tat 
1 vc tr itLo nll no 

T 1e c. 
d 

o of' l co 

re o 
l ( t 

y 

t i C n. ty .tory . 
i lo ' t 10 co 1rts 

ivn u eh. 
c ___ ..E.~ 

concern t .cc B 
to d cal r c r., t volved th q1 tion of w o d ·oporty 
ri tR to r d pro o on[l t c 

a coo a contr 
analo,ous to th ho 

s a cop ry ca1ryl 
bin~ l.oy by tl Op 
their area . C n rr O I 

o ployo co ta11 d o 
pro >or t d 1' 

0 

i 

t 
x,,ro s 
nt to 1' 

rvicc to a cl 
e (. tio11 ip . 

i 10. s of' ra ti1 

t, a it atlon 
of' ndant 

vnluor, 
s to v .. luo orcai to, 1e1 s in 
r w ic 1 t 10 v 11 r w re 
rovi.sion rcqu r 1 • do 1, 01 t 

ov r to tlH , uix ti.ff's. 

-
r-4 • 
--0 • 



J • 

he 1lnint.1. t 10 1t ::I. let LO or t live ·y u) of' all 
C ~ t ' ap. 1, s Y , .I ir t 0 

of' t 0 for C OJ.' t 0.1.l' 

.it io,; , lt . 
( t t w J sis n la, 0 • the 

l . ti f act·o • L . J • st, ted: 
II 1 tl C is 0 h l t co tr et on 
wlich t C 1 tl C n re y to CS t·1 lio 

tll t t cy . re r1. t i t t t l e 

iocos of' pCI' ro t pcrty , >y 1at 

ru 0 of ] (t • 0 t • r i C y us.,e • t; t 1a t 
I at .Ls so t lO'W of 0 ( • 15) 

Tt ,;u ti . t d t at l t .. c r lat 0 • ) ,, 

ri. c · al ._ nd ,cnt, e l· i ti:Cf , VO • 
clion r ) , o vcr, . inco i 

1·rr re t cos 
~ s a proios.lonal 

tior arose . .c 0 • t t .f 1 tl r: 

') l t 
, ... ai t 

) • s 

t l t C • 0 

., t it wo 1 d bo on tircly :ro1 e to 

exto d o ~·c a o i t ::y )0 

t C r s Lt o tro quit t 
r 1 t· 1 o ri ci l. 

pi cos of ,aper ••• en ot b o in 

s l >ro erty o t ( lui t s •••• 

cy r doc o t· 
for tit, oun s~ista1co ·n cuxr}il. 01t 

iis 

i 1 to 
, or , io t 

co >Y 

nl , n ' t c:for, 

s 1. I to l 

• J. 

" l r 
t 1 i 

',. d tl C br 

t 
0 IJ. 

o, rt) 

tot 

t 1 1nd co 

0 rt , . 
elo <l to 

lon o l to 

5 0 C 

racto 

1S t t t tl ' 

t 
0 I 

t C 

II • 

: 
ort' c.·r f ' 

0 

on p per b lon to es r~ ort croft rd 

l. ., t to (J : } 0 t t OCU, I • t en 

into cx1~tc co ov boc 
t 10 µl l 1.£s . n y j 

e e p ·o> rty of 
V r C 

3 

• 1 

i d 

w C t 10 

r or. r 0. 

ju i1 

• 11 (p . 21 ) 

-H • 

'° 
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5 . 

n tl ni to tato the cotrts avo ta en a r ore n1bivalent 
V J..O\ • v. illAr ~al 74 cw ork Caso ·nvolvod an action 
bro , tt by th p 1. · ntif'i: to ohtn · n access to nny I dicnl records 
l c • by v· ious ho >it. s -1hic r :i. 11 t reln t,o to r . T1 o records 
ore roq irod by tile p .nl. 1 ti 1' to verii'y various ac ual data. 

1.n 1 1, o in a book s1e ,a. wr· ti1 nhout her e·>eri nccs as a 
olu ,tary 1 ental patient . 1 1e o 1cr o.,, Yor ,ourt l ld tl a t 

ne · tl or statutory, a r i1 istr~ tivc no1~ < ocisio H 1 law of' w 

Yo r co~ isc a pati nt's rl "ht of ac o to l is 
'· 1 6 tlo d i I .a ft vH ap >Cl. ec.t on wa~ UI 10 ..... . or a roviow o:f a 

n 1bcr 01 York ea sit w s stat d t1 t: 
"Al o 

r1.a 1ts i 

the in icato t, t pati nts 1n•o c rtEin 

their roco ds slort oft e nbsol1te 
prop rty ri~ht to re trict access •••• " (p . 12:J) 

:files . 

r o ri 1t w1'ch at.tents di ,o.vc rose pri11 r 1 y rom 
loc 1 loc-islatim, in articl lar tho iscovory prov1.sto o 

( w or law . 
110 Courts on ot1 r occ lons 1avo s 10m a w'l i ,n ss to 

r, ·o isc a p tl. 1t of' acce, to i CUJ Cc l r cord . 
s dlli s has eiv l r se 0 a <listinction b ir rawn 

t 001 proµ rty t in t 0 physical . bst. C<S 0 t 0 

record C n l t e l tnn 1 lo nf'orr tion con ta. IC witt n tile 
r cord . T C or v. o~tal 0 7 
i olvc a re l by OSiJ pa t.LPJl I, access to 

r l d 1.ca. r cor<l or purpo· 0 n se. ii d a o. i1 a 

li. 1 co < cti n a nst t 10 1 o pitnl. ll ( so er tc nct1.o 
t 10 plr in ti f'il a )Ot' tio f' r r to y inj nctior Be • n 
t iroduction 0 tl 0 C r cords. t WE .d tl t a t 0 ah tt 0 

r core. .rns the pro crty 0 th 10 p tal: 
II l- p iont h s 0. .>ro ty ri • t ii the • • • ... 
in or 1 t l.Oll COi t i in t 0 racorc n d as C 

J t .L l d to n. copy 01 it . I { • >18) 
lll.S V I s 0 lo •od i tl C 0 0 .1.i e 1 surnr ce Co . 

v . _~2,_iC 
) 

tl C ( i tifi i 'W ere p 5 pur 
mand to for insp et on nd copy.Ln , l edic· l 
r cor< • t .Cl. hold tint nl h ,h t 10 .1.)U.JG and ott. r ai.;c ul 
on hich he record r re I all nit o ro the proJerty of' the 
ho pitn1 tl ey nr I ( r C '• 0 iu.u 01 t 0 in orm ion Col tained 
tier in. 

t i 5 b1itt (. tint t ic lac of' C 1 tency in cas 5 
d l.in "' th prop rt i } t to d1 al r core s . vn tl 0 one 

-

! 
d> 

-· 
~ 
~ 
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t a. t er r t OS 

e. t lff C J.CTI t 

na. d, h e are t OS 

6. 

which r f J..., 

to sup iort f: 

whicl ha e 

t r 

r 
• bo 1 

co 

oi 

a 

r or y 

t. 

to 

ot er 
co 1is 

l st >ro erty ri, 1t in 11 .L o n t1.o C J tin .1.thin 
t 

th l cor • t i u 1ttod t t 

cnH 0 y be prov'd d () '1. t 

i lC o.ly le Jat:i.on can 

pre 01 t lnc ill. n co 0 li w. 

(. . di inlstrati l rac l.C , 

i t.l tl. luck o:t r Levan stc 

COIi on la,· )recot e t, the quest 01 

record ho. be 1 f:t i1 tl 1a 

t pr s nt tho of' OS it 

8 to re us pnti,uts direct ace 

co 
t. e 

,utoi 

0 

0 

to 

0 

t of 
r 

'0 

} it, 

t ro 
tl e r 

0 ' 

oi CC088 

t tll to1 y 

t~ ty 

0 0 l i 

t I ( 

r•c t'( 

w, 
t 

j t . 
ica 
tr .. t · on. 

<l 
9 • 

it ust e r co ui~ t • t t 0 ,h a tic 0 

ow vor, 

. onal 1 y lo v d to SOO h 0 n ,e J.C .. 1 recor , tit 0 ,p t 1 
l 

0 
in 10 t C 508 ( 0 not bJ et 0 ru. 1 ) rcs o 1sib 

uttor.Lt.L s 

n nt, usua ly t rd party l OC tOl or 

e patient. lt 0 l l. tru tl t 

atio1 to et n acco1di1c ith oul.1. s 

nt 1 and t e ui 11.1 e C t. l. 

11 ot l hts 11 wh1c I IU e r C 

i othin 1.11 either of tl se r f 

t 0 pit.al to l 0., ' rect 

1 1. 

t h· s b en 

Jrolession to reco 

tll.i t.,at t 

11eu1. ._ l. re core 
l.OT\ 

l as it 
2 

• 0 

0 p 
roots 

tl 

io 

cl 

pr f 
evoto ucl o it's ti 

e 

pro ion .. 

t'. 
n ~ 

•HC 

• 

t 

1. 

C 

l.LC tor 1.nstr >Y 

t,. 0 

i 

to 

;O 1. t .,1 le 

t ft tl 

(' t .. in 

i l or, d 

) t"r t 

t C , l ro 

r uirP 

C LC' l 

cc< s to hi 
e1 t of 

d'c pro ess-

t l.o or oc io-ocono1 ic 

J 11 t , t£'. 
i 

tus, the 
1 • 

t l (' 

t L, l. s )CC t f' the. r 

ic 1 

1 o 
'let od 0 0 

.t tr.rl t 
tion. l c r i l 1c o or, c tion , y 

b u re 
a 

1 

i or 

t 

t;ion. 

() 

~ 0 

SO t C 

·ith 0 

l to 1 

p y l.CEl l rel 

oct r ' 
ot r, 

e n ") ro r 

) tw n doctor 

i " 1 y in C ose 

r l. 1.cntion ust 

t 0 VO i 

._ 

0 

-. 

~ s 
i-. 



othc • os ihle e • nnat1.01 o prese .t a< r · i. t ~ativ 

a 

ol'c i tt C :f, C 

yclo o,ical 
ell f' tl,t tl 

0 'l( ( C i r <' i 

t .. t Jn p 1~ , tt e n i er t ' 
roe Fs , i . • t y de 0 

r Wf i 

n < 

r co ory may b 
tho pnti nt 's 
doJ n ' tlat 

in vita e . I t 
a bet t to fnl 1 ncy of' t e• 

o, ·1 t t ( 

t r t n r. ro 
propo iti01 could 01 ly be 

t lrod 

et ~Cl 

r cticc oi ora 
r t C"l i r 

co 
1 OT i 

l n C ion 

or li ly 

C 

r 

r 

I Ol f l 

r . a certainty 
0 0 f' 

(' C: C 

0 rd y t 
ic 

c· r s. ll rJy 
ot i t st 

lrst, s r ll"' 
co cts a c'l n r l co 1 

t lC 1t C C to 1"" w 

J~<'t tat a lr 

u 

n1no 

'C £' to 

0 e ~O t I n . 10 

le rt 

0 Ii 0 

inior s. 

p 

fro scc:i. 

t e 

,0 0 

ot 
ic, 

1· • c i n t an , i 1 d ec , t 
c 1t rt of' ' e 

( o a u 

t 1at 

y 
(' on 

0 r ( 01 

01 

ical 

1 

is 
ecord. 

icol 
only 
ocord . 
,8 . 

on i I o r o.son 

• t r 01 I y 

t C ·, tl. nt nt nee: ss, or w t t I. t wnnts 
cord, C{ lie of tit 

can 11e r e d"n to C}J.J.O t t < I CC t 
C s 0 C y T (' • y i l 1 

t t 10 t 1 ti n w o requ At ace 0 t J.r r< c r w1.ll 

r:c:;l~ , 10 t, or, t le t ) ·t o tt r C d . ttey on't 
oulcl 1ot 0 

V t C • 

nor 
on tt 

(I 

n j s 

t·o 

b in .. 

ti 

d ' 
n, 
art . 

t} 

a sit nc 

. t .l 

us 
or ue t 

to u 

0 I y l)p 1 C} 

fr=>r tl taff'. 
the confu ion al i 

ro ot u.__ t} 

to d t, at ( ro t i 

t 
tt• ir 0 t C 

t 
1 

p.ycl o 0 cnl ~:r cct Ol t patio 
0 tility toward tt e I o. J.t l t 

<.)f' t1 o . t{ r · 

1 111 Si 

c s •• ry co 11 Jsion 

nl o t o 10 tl 

V< i1' tl y don I t 
fro 

: ttad. 
fr, 

r cor 

t 

i ty 

d inter ret-

from 

• 0 ,o -

detr utal 

t . or 
f" f' ld 

l , it 10.y ere ate 
n 1 on-co, 1p lane 

0 
-t°" 
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A. 

in tr ctior • 
He , • one 1r y w ,11 as •lly t lC CO , oj 

t I i It b n l. 1cc l't o co11 e t'l L 

e ' 1or ly t e r • u t o 

V • sit 
pt.Lon of 

n.t a ,atient 
be l C 

't ncoo r 

ar. et ristic, ly ct ,re • d o tl e c t 10 Op.LU Oil wns 

for ,d f' it w , t I tl tl e • t Cl t S IOU le l O t 

O} ort nit to c1·ll t_;( t 0 t 
p 1or1.rd , it ~o snot sup ort tota t e1 1 

to tl o· th i 
ulr et u.cce 

ny 

• 
0 rtl ly , 

opi OH and o:ft 

voul be C n 

t cy I C • tl 0 p. 

l.5 t ( E1r ce 5 

r o j :t.1.lC, ,.l 0 

C udy t a 

h 1. t t~ 0 uer) 

re ction of t l 

t uti 

re, ~01 1 or C tl 

UC of" wl, t J. t t.011 n a I(< l.C 

n VO y l nl op ion . 1 1. Ul {,U 

J. inclu il ucl 

t l. ,t t ult t 1 0 al 0., 0 

1. uct n r rot pos.i ility t1 

0 ot l 01'.lf 1 C 

Ul C t ar to J. 11 

ot r tl J. o.r ll .l.. J 0 

n .10 t ·t t \C Joe tor l trn 

coll t. 1. .Lt , or t t tll~ 

d r eu t H3 

ot .I' <tSOl 

a ' 
1 l . ;;, it of' 

l .I ( CO •, l. 

t1at octor 

J.. cc j f' 

tu 1 euu • 
t U{; ir l. t 

• n C t, 
lJ ( l • 

C t t 

·ccou t l to 

' l.S 

0 t dur l 01 C r tt.y I 1 <Ct V ly ned 

0 1. l JTOV d. 

1 th Ly, l. t is r lC< t t J. p J. P) t et 

'- C to l. c le 1 r cortl, .• y oy t e o-,pi t._ l th,l Li trnt -

( i l t t l. t i JI yt st t d: 
].l~ 

0 ( 80 w· Y • s 

II t l.S uule r Jl to .L 0 ,a tJ.Ollt 

or lis f'n I ly to l.llS) et C i rt. 

or t y I y l. t r ' r 

or ot1 r 
icl y l.) co 

ir cor1 C • l at L tt y t 

e r co C 

t i tr t 1.0Il 0 • 
s t .l. o. is 

f'o e i co rect . co ) ·~ y 

on u as.u t, t .1ncor et a i ln 

f·c i 't ~ 0 t 0 I 1C or 0 

w 1 0 l.. i t d. .lC r cord . 

1 () not r cl s i r of 
1 y rk TlO}a co • l 

f 0 . t, , o, y 5 ( f rfl t 0 t r 
t to t r l 1 

C r L (, e r C • 
i t Y, 't i a1 n ' 0 f' ar d' t t t a iration 0 

-

•• 

B 
;t 
~ 
(b 

-· 
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{; 
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9 . 
r n i t y ro < Lt.L 0 • ll 

V y 0 or C t to .1. t1f 
utt t tn ,rn ( i 1 core , 

t ( r< 1 er • 
1 t to 1.C t 1 r 0 ll VO < ) t 

1 a t t to ci. n to r -t co 11. t f C > d < y' .1. r" • 
C t, r l i L co t, u 1 ( l ~ • 

C t1. • t i li l 
to ri t 0 t e C 0 t r t to 1 0 s crccy . 

,0 
t f' of' l ctio 0 1 b ~ 

ly on- XJ. tC' in Vl 0 t 0 cc t 0 ion C 'J 
ic or j 1r t r 1 

0 
l • ~ 

C'V ' r n s 0 t V 1. t L t t 
l rec >r s 0 l not t 

t y L t LC, C > l l 
et t ' t C l. l l 

1.t t 1 r 0 • • r to 
, 0 0 ll, t i l 0 1 

J y C C ton co ... 
r or t t or 0 a 

t -0 lC 0 y T 

0 0 , 1t t 

t t ot u t l 

C" cc • 

• 
) >rt ( C 

t 0 1. t, t 
co t 

0 
t t 

ro c.C ' t t ~ 
rt> 

r 1 oct r- tL t, r 0 l. t -· i r l t • 
• oc t Cl. 1 . 

r r < t 0 l 1 0 l.. l Ll i in ~ t 0 t ocr 0 V rn- s 
t t Lt 5-t t 0 

d . 
. 

V r 
0 C1 e 1 ' 1 C' 



1 • 
0 C r V, t l. 0 • cc t or l tion 

0 C t C C or t lC l 

' t r t t LC' OV 

t rL t • 
t t ... 

ct vcr 1 y H • t 1 
~ • • 0 t t ri it 0 

i t i t r C, o, J. 

t t 1~0 " 0 < Q... 
t . i 1 C C' 1 0 al j 

1 bo t0 t t <'cor .l -
t i t Jity , 0 • 0 

~ 
' 0 to 

t J 0 • 
• (" C' 1 

r 0 

• 

t 0 

('( r ... 
(" r • -0 

V C 1 

f' ( . 
• 

• C C 0 t 
s C • 

• 0 t . 
1 I . 2<. s . 

'. 1 t (' 1. 0 ior 
0 t n n t 0 

l 0 r ~ 
ft> 

(" ' -· t 

i.r 

~ 0 0 t n . s 0 or 

~ 0 t 0 

T} . • 
C' 1 

b 1. i ·or I • 
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